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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
3CD PREPARATORY COMMISSION MEETING, APRIL 4-7: 

FAILURE TO REACH AGREEMENT ON METHOD OF SELECTING 
PERMANENT SEAT 

REF ROME 5822 

1 . MUCH OF THE FINAL DAY OF THE 3RD PREPARATORY COMMISSION MEETING, 
APRIL 7 WAS SPENT IN DEBATE ON THE ISSUE OF WHETHER ROLL-CALL OR 
SECRET BALLOT SHOULD BE USED TO DETERMINE THE PERMANENT SEAT OF 
IFAD. WILL OF GERMANY PRESENTED A TEXT FAVORING SECRET BALLOT ON 
BEHALF OF THE CATEGORY I COUNTRIES, SUPPORTED IN PARTICULAR BY 
THE UNITED STATES, JAPAN, CANADA, AND THE NETHERLANDS. SHIHATA OF 
KUWAIT COUNTERED WITH WORDING THAT WOULD PERMIT THE GOVERNING 
COUNCIL , BY OPEN BALLOT, TO DETERMINE THE SEAT- I.E. THE 

ORIGINAL IRANIAN PROPOSAL. 

HE WAS SUPPORTED BY MANSURI OF IRAN, AND BRITO OF BRAZIL OF BEHALF 
OF GROUP-77. AFTER EXTENDED DISCUSSION, IT WAS AGREED THAT RULE 35 
OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE GOVERNING COUNCIL WOULD BE 
REFRAFTED IN A NEUTRAL FASHION, AND THAT TWO ALTERNATIVE 
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BRACKETED VERSIONS FOR THE VOTING ON THE SEAT WOULD BE PRESENTED 
IN AN ANNEX FOR DECISION BY THE GOVERNING COUNCIL. 

2. THE TEXT OF THE REVISED DRAFT RULE 35 AND OF THE ANNEX 
IS AS FOLLOWS: 

QTE 
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A. RULE 35 METHOD OF TAKING DECISIONS 

1 . AT ANY MEETING OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL, THE CHAIRMAN 
SHOULD ATTEMPT TO SECURE A CONSENSUS ON A PROPOSAL IN LIEU OF 
TAKING A VOTE THEREON. HOWEVER, THE COUNCIL SHALL TAKE DECI- 
SIONS BY VOTE AT THE REQUEST OF ANY GOVERNOR. 

2. ROLL-CALL VOTES SHALL BE TAKEN IN THE ENGLISH ALPHABETI- 
CAL ORDER OF THE NAMES OF THE MEMBERS, STARTING WITH THE MEMBER 
WHOSE NAME IS DRAWN BY LOT BY THE CHAIRMAN. THE NAME OF EACH 
MEMBER SHALL BE CALLED IN ALL ROLL-CALLS, AND ITS REPRESENTATIVE 
SHALL REPLY "YES", "NO" OR ABSTENTION". UNLESS OTHERWISE 
DECIDED BY THE COUNCIL, THE VOTE OF EACH MEMBER PARTICIPATING 

IN ROLL-CALL SHALL BE RECORDED. 

3. SECRET BALLOTS SHALL BE TAKEN BY PROVIDING EACH GOVERNOR 
WITH ONE OR MORE BALLOT PAPERS EACH INDICATING A SPECIFIC NUMBER 
OF VOTES, WHICH SHALL BE SO DISTRIBUTED THAT: (1) PAPER 
SPECIFYING ANY PARTICULAR NUMBER OF VOTES SHALL BE RECEIVED 

BY AT LEAST FOUR GOVERNORS, AND (II) THE TOTAL NUMBER OF VOTES 
SPECIFIED ON THE PAPERS RECEIVED BY ANY GOVERNOR SHALL 
EQUAL THE NUMBER OF VOTES HE IS ENTITLED TO CAST; EACH GOVERNOR 
MAY INDICATE HIS VOTE ON ALL THE PAPERS HE RECEIVES AND DEPOSIT 
THEM IN BALLOT BOXES FROM WHICH THEY SHALL BE TAKEN AND 
COUNTED BY TELLERS APPOINTED BY THE CHAIRMAN FROM EACH 
CATEGORY. 

B. ANNEX. PROCEDURE FOR DETERMINING THE PERMANENT SEAT 
OF THE FUND. 
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THE GOVERNING COUNCIL SHALL DETERMINE THE PERMANENT SEAT 
OF THE FUND BY MAJORITY OF AT LEAST 1,200 VOTES OBTAINED IN 
A (ROLL-CALLXSECRET BALLOT). IF MORE THAN ONE PROPOSAL IS 
MADE REGARDING THE PERMANENT SEAT, ALL THE PROPOSALS SHALL BE 
VOTED ON IN THE FIRST BALLOT. IF NO PROPOSAL RECEIVES THE 
REQUIRED NUMBER OF VOTES ON THE FIRST BALLOT, (A SECOND BALLOT 
SHALL BE TAKEN IN WHICH THE PROPOSAL THAT RECEIVED THE FEWEST 
VOTES IN THE FIRST BALLOT SHALL BE ELIMINATED. THIS PROCEDURE 
SHALL BE REPEATED UNTIL ONE PROPOSAL RECEIVES AT LEAST 1,200 
VOTES OR THE COUNCIL DECIDES THAT SUCH BALLOTING BE DISCONTINUED 
AND A DECISION BE TAKEN ON ANOTHER DATE.X ADDITIONAL BALLOTS 
SHALL BE TAKEN IN WHICH THE PROPOSAL THAT RECEIVES THE FEWEST 
VOTES IN THE PREVIOUS BALLOT SHALL BE ELIMINATED UNTIL THE NUMBER 
OF PROPOSALS IS REDUCED TO TWO. IF NO DECISION IS REACHED BY 
THIS PROCEDURE, THE DETERMINATION SHALL BE DEFERRED TO THE NEXT 
SESSION OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL FOR A DECISION BY THE SAME 
PROCEDURE.) END QUOTE 

3. COMMENT: THE GROUP -77 COUNTRIES DO NOT ON THE WHOLE SUPPORT 
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THE ROLL-CALL METHOD OF DECISION, ALTHOUGH THEIR NEW CHAIRMAN 
DECLARED THAT THEY DO. IT WAS OBVIOUS THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO 
TIME FOR THE ENTIRE GROUP TO EFFECT A COORDINATION ON THIS ISSUE, 
AND A HIGHLY RELIABLE GROUP-77 COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVE INFORMS US 
THAT THE POSITION WAS CLEARED ONLY WITH THE COORDINATORS OF THE 
REGIONS, AND THAT MANY OF THE COUNTRIES OF GROUP-77 FAVOR A 
SECRET BALLOT. THEY WILL NOT STAND UP AND BE COUNTED ON THE ISSUE, 
HOWEVER, IN THE FACE OF IRANIAN PRESSURE. OUR GROUP-77 INFORMANT 
ALSO INDICATES THAT THE COUNTRIES HAVE NOT RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS 
FORM THEIR CAPITALS ON THE ISSUE (DESPITE OUR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
THOSE OF OTHER COUNTRIES ASKING THAT THEY INSTRUCT THEIR 
REPRESENTATIVES). WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE TO REPEAT 
OUR REPRESENTATIONS LONG BEFORE THE GOVERNING COUNCIL MEETING 
HOPEFULLY TO RESOLVE THIS ISSUE PRIOR TO THE MEETING.GARDNER 
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